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Mario Cuomo Not So Sure This Congestion-Pricing Thing Is 
Happening
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Mario Cuomo, like Mayor Bloomberg, knows presidential-bid scrutiny. But he knows Albany 
even  better.  And  the  former  governor  doesn't  see 
congestion pricing coming out of the legislative swamp 
by the end of March — when lawmakers must adopt a 
commission-sponsored plan to keep the city from losing 
$354  million  in  pledged  federal  transit  aid.  “I'm not 
ruling it out, but I'm not ruling it in,” Cuomo told us 
(there's  that  hedging  we  remember  from  the 
presidential-run talk). After hearing Eliot Spitzer talk up 
an  ambitious  budget  proposal  to  the  developer-heavy 
Association for a Better New York, the former governor 
noted that Mayor Bloomberg's air-quality cause seemed 
conspicuously absent from his successor's weighty wish 
list.  “He  has  a  complicated  and  very  impressive 
agenda,”  Cuomo  tells  us,  “and  if  congestion  pricing 
were  on  it,  we'd  have  heard  about  it.”  To  be  fair, 
Spitzer's slideshow did include an endorsement of the 
MTA's five-year capital plan, which relies on upwards 
of  $4 billion from bonds that  congestion-pricing  fees 
would  support.  But  Albany can  always  find  ways  to 
borrow more money — that's something Cuomo knows, 
too. —Alec Appelbaum 

http://nymag.com/daily/intel/
http://nymag.com/daily/intel/
http://nymag.com/daily/intel/2008/02/mario_cuomo_not_so_sure_this_c.html

	Daily Intelligencer
	Edited by Chris Rovzar and Jessica Pressler
	2/28/08                             			 Intel		                                             3:00 pm

	Mario Cuomo Not So Sure This Congestion-Pricing Thing Is Happening


